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How the Zone Is Policed.
i., A,? it nut reauire a largeUncle Sam's Smallest Principality

police- force to keep the people
order?"

No. Hur policemen are men
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r, The rhief is Col. J.
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--mH the assistant chief is Lapt
All About the Ten-Mil- e Strip Which Borders The

Panama Canal.

By FRANK G. CARPENTER.
Statesf w Rnrber of the United

military
handledArmy. Both men have had

, . ; - n io nnrl the force is
WeKT A J l 1 1 . V r . - - -

rAmon-hi- t ninn? military lines.

Ion has been practically broken u,,
and if its victims get into the oitv
Panama they must csme in sn ,t
boats or must journey overl.t:, i

Either course is a difficult one. ir
ticaliy all the ships coming into Ptr,ama on the Pacific side make p.,; t .

Balboa, the zone harbor, and w,
vent 'undesirables' from landing fr
such ships. A short time ae. ,

rested a white-slav- e trader and --

cured his conviction on the ch.irr- -

having violated in the Canal Zon
'white-slav- e' law, and he was ;

tenced to twrenty-on- e months' im;; ,

onment in the zone- - penitentiary ..
Culebra. He had plenty of n n- -

and -- by the aid of confederate
the Outside he was enabled to s.ia
his way out and escaped. WV ,?..
tured him, however, on a boat r..
the Colombian coast. On his rt-- i

to prison he expressed his tiLsc;,
with the Canal Zone; he said ho h i

been in the 'white-slav- e' trade f :

more than twenty years, had op.r.ied in many countries, and In- - iM
been able to 'fix' matters with pub;

have neariv 300 policemen all told.
One-hal- f of these are white Amen- -

t rt onMiaro rf the
pineapples and all sorts of tropical
vegetables. We have here the yam,

h i sometimes like the sweet
and How It IsJt, ucr Population

Ruled A I,and of Many Races and

Main Countries How Law and Or-d- er

Are Kept --Tbe Jails and the
Culebra Penitentiary Keeping Out
tin- - White S!avs Something AlH)ut

the 'ourts. the Public Works and
the School A Chat With Governor
Thatcher.

cans ana are emeu ca-w.u.- v. Y

United States Army. The other half
are blacks who have served in the
police and military forces of the
West Indian islands and have made
good records there. As a result our
policemen are trained to obey, . and
they are efficient in their work. The
black policemen receive in pay al-

most three times as much here as
they received in the British service,
and they are pleased with their jobs.
They are used chiefly in handling the
black population of the zone. I be-

lieve one feature of cmr police ser-
vice which makes it more easy to
preserve law and order here is the

'rank G. Car- -If 12. by I( ( 'opyright.

here.
as

officials everywhere but
regarded that statement
compliment to official

potato, and grows as long as one's
arm. and the yucca, a tuber which
grows as large as one's head, and
tastes much like an Irish potato. Up-

land rice has been grown here to
some extent, and both the cocoanut
and cato trees thrive."

"Does not most of the land belong
to the natives?"

"No." replied Governor Thacker,
"only a small portion is owned by
them. The greater Dart of it is the
property of the United States Gov-

ernment, its ownership including the
land of the Panama Railroad Com-

pany. Some of the land is taken up
by the canal, but other portions are
wild and unused. About 3,500 acres
of this government land are now un-

der lease, and about $20,000 a year
has been collected in rents; but the
rents will be less from now on, as
Gatun lake and other canal en-

croachments reduce the area to be
leased. The rent for government
lands for cultivation is a little over
a dollar an acre."

"Who do the farming?" I asked.
"There is practically no farming to

speak of. The higher prices for labor
on the canal prevent any extensive
work on nlantations or ranches. The

here."
A Word About the Courts,.

"How about the courts of I

for
are
are

of

respect which the laborers have
the police. Our police officers
held in much the same regard as
the famous mounted policemen

Sam down here?"
"We have a good judiciary. Th r

penter. )
A neon, Canal Zone, Panama.

I have just had a long talk with,
(iuv. M. H. Thatcher, the man who,
under the President and chairnui of
the commission, is the ruler oT the
little principality which Uncle Sam
runs on the Isthmus of Panama. His
territory is the Canal Zone, a little
strip of land ten miles wide and about
tifty miles Ions, extending from one
Hide of the Isthmus of Panama to the
other. This strip is winding and it
runs back live miles on each side of
our great canal. It contains alto-
gether just about half as much land
as Rhode Island, and its population
is not far from that of Nevada, which
is more than fifty times as large.

Just now this strip is the liveliest
of a 1 1 of Uncle Sam's dominions. It

Canada. One or two of our police-
men will go into a camp of 200 or
300 blacks or Spaniards and make an
arrest without the necessity of club-
bing any one. This would not be pos-
sible in many parts of the United
States.

The Arrests Per Month.
"It may be that the population is

better than ours?"
'I believe that much of our good

the men are
last month's
the arrests

order is due to the. way
handled. Now, here is
reDort. which shows

are district courts, circuit courts an I

a supreme court. We have a counsel
and chief attorney, prosecuting attor-
ney and an assistant prosecuting at-

torney, and a number of attorneys
have been admitted to practice in th- -

various courts. Last year between
five and six thousand criminal ease
were handled- - and over 4,000 of tho
defendants Nfere convicted. About
1,300 civil cases were handled, most
of these being of a minor character.''

Public Works and the Schools.
"What other divisions are there in

the department of civil administra-
tion?"

"Several. We inspect all vessel
coming into zone waters, and thi
work is performed by a board of in-

spectors. There is also a division of
posts, customs and revenue. Our pos-
tal service issues money orders to the
amount of over $5,000,000 a-- year
We are now installing a postal sav-
ings system. Annually, between sixty
and seventy thousand mail pouches

which were made among twenty-od- d

thousand people in the zone. The to-

tal number of arrests was 538, and of
the offenders arrested 487 were men
and 51 women. Now. note the na

natives have little patches surround-
ing their shacks, each family raising
a few bananas, mangoes and other
tropical fruits, sometimes a little
sugar cane and usually some yuccas,
yams and other tropical vegetables.
The natives live for the most part on
what they produce in this way, and
carry the surplus over the trails or
haul it by boat to market. A part
of the work of civil administration
is to keep these trails open. We are
now clearing the trails preparatory
to the taking of a z.one census.

"Macadamized roads are also being
built through the zone," the Gover

has a more cosmopolitan population,
and it is doing more work than any
other. It is a beehive of activity from
one end to the other, and millions of
dollars are being-

- shoveled into it in
the many forms of construction which
will make the completed canal.

The strip is one of cities and
towns it is one of railroads and ship-pin- g.

It is a social center of about
10,000 high class Americans, and the
great workshop where something like
60,000 negroes and mulattoes from
this part of the world are earning the
highest wages they have ever made in
their lives. It- - is a country of post
oJh( es. telegraphs and schools. It ha3
its . criminal classes, and also its
churches, preachers and Sundayschool teachers. It has its publicworks and its fire departments, its

: courts and its prisons, and, in short,almost all the machinery of any of
our States or territories.

A Chat With the (iovernor.I met the Governor in his beautiful
residence on the slope of Ancon Hill
right under our great administration
building, and facing the bie: eduea- -

ana sacics are nanaiea on tne ranw iv
which runs across the isthmus. We

nor went on. "We now have a good collect all taxes and issue all licenses
automobile road running along the There are some saloons on the zone

and the men who conduct them pay

tionalities. They come from fifty dif-
ferent countries. Here are 97 from
Jamaica, 132 from Barbados, 15 from
Trinidad and 21 from Martinique. 4 8

from Soain, 38 from Panama and 46
from the United States; 7 are from
British Guiana, 6 from Fortune
Island, 3 from India and 8 from
China. Among the others are Cubans,
Germans, Greeks, Italians and Mexi-
cans, 1 from Finland, 1 from Tunis
in north Africa and 1 from New
Zeajand. This gives you some idea
of our mixed population."

"What are the offenses?"
"They are mostly petty ones. A

number are for violation of the sani-
tary and revenue laws, some for cru-
elty to animals, some for fighting and
drunkenness and other forms of dis-
order, a few for non-suppo- rt of wives
and families, two or three are for
homicide, some for burglary, 21 are
for vagrancy, 2 for cock fighting, and
included in the total are the arrests

a license of $100 a month each. Sa
line of the canal from Panama to
Gorgona, about twenty miles. This
road cannot be extended beyond
Gorgona, since Gatun lake, as it will
be ultimately formed, will extend to
Gorgona and covr nearly all the
area between Gorgona and Gatun.
On the Atlantic side there is a mac-
adamized road from Gatun to Colon,
a distance of about seven and one-ha- lf

miles."

tional institute which the Panama

"Tell me something of the people
who are now living on the zone."

Most of them are laborers en
gaged in the canal work. Nearly of 5 soldiers for being absent without

loons are run mostly by Chinese, and
are orderly places. Our division of
fire protection will, I believe, compare
in efficiency with any in the States.

Then we have a division of public
works, which operates not only in tho
zone, but also maintains the water,
street and sewer systoms in the cities
of Panama and Colon and collects all
the water rentals of these cities, tho
same going to repay the United State
for the cost of constructing these sys-
tems. We also have a zone treasurer
and a zone auditor. And there is the
division of schools, which provide
educational facilities for children of
the zone equal to thoso provided in
the best graded schools of thfe States.
We have a high school at Gatun, t
which children from all zone pointsare transported by railroad, and a
subsidiary high school at Ancon. In-

deed, we have all the branches which
are characteristic of a territorial go-
vernment."

FRANK G. CARPENTKU.

leave."
The Jails and Prisons of the Zone.

these men'What do you do with

every race and locality of the globe
is represented. There are China-
men, East Indians, natives of South
and Central America, and tens of
thousands of negroes from the is-
lands of the Carribean sea. Most of
the silver employes are from Jamaica,

after you arrest them?"

government has just constructed. The
building was erected under the direc-
tion of Senator Joe Blackburn, who
was Governor Thatcher's predecessor,and it is one of the pleasant homes of
the Isthmus. Wide verandas, veiled
in wire gauze to keep out the mos-
quitoes, run around its two stories,and the walls of these are hung with
the most beautiful orchids gatheredfrom the woods of the zone. Gover-
nor Thatcher gays that according to
science there are altogether 12,000
varieties of orchids and of these itseems to me Mrs. Thatcher must havethe most beautiful. I cannot begin to
describe them or their exquisite flow-
ers. Some burst out In a shower of
Moon;, and others have blossoms
which take on the form of miniature
birds, animals anj some even lookinglike humans. One variety that she

"If they are unable to give bond
we put them in lail and have them
tried in our zone courts. We have
a penitentiary at Culebra and iails at
the various towns on the zone. The
penitentiary is a model of its kind.

Barbados, Trinidad, St, Kitts, Mar-
tinique, and others of the West In-
dian islands. These people are English-s-

peaking, for the most part, al-

though those from Martinique speak
French, and we have some Spanish-speakin- g

negroes from Colombia and
Venezuela. We have Spaniards from

The prisoners are credited with goodconduct and they can thus shorten
their terms of imprisonment- - Theyare also graded and clothed' accord
ing to conduct, and we find this has
greatly improved the prison discipline

nns is the Kspiritu Santo,the flower of the Holy
It is called i the northern part of the Iberian

Spirit, and peninsula, and also Italians, Greeks, FARMERS IIIand the efficiency of prison labor. We
now have 145 convicts in the penitenArmenians and men of other nation-

alities."
"How many whites have you?"

tiary. iwo are in for life, 7 for ten
years or more, 21 have received five- -

rigntiy so, for its petals are of the
shape of a white, beautiful dove with
outstretched wings looking from the
pure, lily-whi- te flower.

It was seated among these orchidsthat we talked. The conversationturned to the character of the zone.

adoui i;,ouu. or these, b.UOO are year sentences. 2 9 two-ye- ar sentences I POLITIC Sand about 50 have been sentenced forAmericans engaged on the canal.
This includes the engineers, high-grad- e

mechanics and clerical em
one year. We employ the convicts in
the construction of public roads, andor- -.mo ine governor pointed to thechids as he said: the results are excellent."ployes. Another 5000 of the whites

are the wives and children of the What is the future of the social
conditions at the ends of the canal?American employes, and in addition

we have about 5,000 white European win I'anama and Colon be pioustowns or will they turn into hotbeds

President Alexander Says No,

Except As to Men; a Closely
Censored Report of Meeting
of Mecklenburg Union

Charlotte, May 4. A closely ( n- -

or vice liKe Suez and Port Said the

"You may have some idea of itfrom these flowers. We are downhere in the tropics and we have a
tropical climate. Our average tem-
perature ranges from seventy to nine-
ty degrees, and as a rule it is not farfrom eighty degrees the year roundou are now here in the dry season,but in the wet we have a rainfallwhich Is about 145 inches at Colon

laborers."
"How many negroes have you?"
"Nearly 60,000, I should say."
How Ijaw and Order Arc Kept.
"But is not such a varied popula

tion hard to control? I should think
it would be very much like that of

two pestholes at the ends of the Suez
canal?"

"I believe they will be far different
from the owns on the Suez canal?"
said the GVemor of the zone. "Un-
der our arrangement with the Pana-
manian government we have joint ju-risdiction with it as to immigration,and it is the policy of the two gov

a mining camp in the wilds of ourciuuut ssevemy-nv- o inches here atPanama. west or of a construction gang whichIf all the water that fallsin one vear Rhnniri rimn nnat Colon is Duiioing a railroad through a new
country. If that population were inthe level

rnake a
in depth.

and not flow away it wouldlake more than twelve feetDurintr tho
the United States everything would

which lasts from January" to April!

orea report of the meeting of th
Mecklenburg Farmers' Union tin
afternoon, prepared in part by IrH. Q. Alexander, State head of th
Union, makes a vigorous denial thatthe Union is in politics, but declarethat the organization does stand for
measures, but not men. PresidentAlexander has given out a lengthystatement on the tendency, as hsees it, of democratic rule in th?
country falling into a monarchicaltorm by the control of legislation byclasses. He sets forth the attitudior the Union at length on this

io uunusi no rain, and you need
"inureiia, unless you wish it for

sun."protection from the
"As a result of this heavy rain- -

rail. PnnHnnaH V. ":r mc-- vjuvernor. every
""f, siuws luxuriantiv ana some

fa. is u4 me country are

be wide open. There would be faro
games, poker games and roulet; the
zone would be peppered with saloons,
and It would be very unsafe to go
about after dark. How is it here?"

"There is no comparison between
our conditions and those which you
have described," said the Governor.
"We have no public gambling in this
part of Uncle Sam's territory. I doubt
whether you can find as good order
in any city of the United States as
right here in these settlements along
the canal. You must remember that
the most of our workmen are single
men. They have their quarters free
and they live in camps or barracks

covered with
junRie. utners are grassy, like thesavannas outside of Ancon. The hillsare all v uuui'u, ana we n n v-- noirr,

ernments to work together to exclude
vicious characters. Of course, there
is some wickedness going on. in the
cities at the two ens of the canal,but the effort has been to minimize
it. Undesirable characters from all
over the world are attracted here be-
cause of the canal work and the largesums of money being paid out, and
they would overrun these cities ex-
cept for watchfulness in the matter
of immigration. The act of Congress
makes it unlawful to bring into or
through the Canal Zone women for
Immoral purposes, and we are keep-
ing them out of the zone and are
doing everything possible to assist in
keeping this evil within bounds inthe two cities. We have recently se-
cured two convictions in the CanalZone courts against "white-slave-"
traders who had attempted to brin-w-om- en

through the zone into the citvof Panama, These convictions hivehad a very salutaryslave' traffic through deport Z c

trees, bamboos, bananas and tropicalPlants of every description. Indeedthis whole territory is like a botani-cal garden."
Iaiids of the Zone.

'Are the lands erood for f:irminfrr near where they work. The lights
in those barracks go out every night'Not

4-

for fanningrr as. we know it in

TWO CHAPTERS WERE
ISSUED SATUIIDAY.

Iwo charters were issued yesterdayas follows:
J. A. Iunning, incorporated, of

Bertie county; to manufacturoand deal in brick, etc.; authorize. I

capital, $3,000. with $1,000 subscribed
t? J- - A Dunning, A. R. Dunning.

Galling and others.Central Lumber Company.forest City, Rutherford county; au-
thorized capital. $50,000, with $7.00-
paid in by W. W. Hicks, C. M. Youm.--.
A. 13. Price, B. C. Moore and other.

the ovu-Lrs- . inev are better fitter! fnr at 3 o cjock, ana every one is com-
pelled to be quiet, so that the others
may sleep. The fact that married
quarters have been generally provid-
ed for white American employes and
their families. I believe, has greatly

lruu raising. Some of them mightbe turned into sugar or rubber plan-tations, and most of the land will
produce oranges, bananas, "alligator
pears." plantains. lemons, limes,


